Methode Film, Dr. Barbara Kamp, www.methode-film.de — Unterrichtsmaterial Private Eyes

Private Eyes - Worksheet 1 a

Film Techniques: Definitions
Can you Find the German Term?

name

Extreme Close-Up

A small object or part of an object is shown
in extreme detail, e. g. a speaking mouth or
other body parts.

Close-Up

The camera is very close to the object; full
view of, typically, a human face. It helps us
“read” the characters feelings on his face.

Medium Shot

A three-quarter view of a person, showing
her or him from the knees up.

Long Shot

The camera is at a great distance from the
subject being filmed and presents the
entire setting.

Reverse-Angle Shot

A shot from the opposite side of a subject.

Over-the-Shoulder Shot

The camera gets close to, but not fully into,
the viewing position of a character.

Tracking Shot/ Pulling Shot

The camera follows (tracks) or precedes
(pulls) an object, which is in motion itself.

High Angle

Objects and people are filmed from above;
a common example is a bird’s-eye view
taken from a helicopter or an airplane.

Fade-In

The screen is black at the beginning.
Gradually an image appears, brightening to
full strength. The opposite happens in the
Fade-Out.

Iris-Out

A technique that uses a diaphragm (die
Blende) in front of the lens, which is
opened (Iris-In) or closed (Iris-Out) to
begin or end a scene. It is also used to
focus attention on details of a scene.
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Private Eyes - Worksheet 1b name

Film Techniques: Illustrations

Please describe and / or illustrate these film techniques. (You may use examples from
Private Eyes).

Extreme Close-Up Close-Up

Medium Shot Long Shot
Reverse-Angle Shot Over-the-Shoulder Shot
Tracking Shot/ Pulling Shot High Angle

Fade-In / Fade-Out. Iris-Out
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Private Eyes - Worksheet 2

Film Techniques — Find the Matching Examples

1. Watch Private Eyes and pay attention to the film techniques that were used to
produce the film.

Find the matching examples in the film for the techniques mentioned below.
Can you think of other examples or different techniques used in the film?

Technique Example

Extreme Close-Up 1. While Matthew checks the eyes in his ears,
the camera switches from his room into the
backyard and “follows” the tree.

Tracking Shot/ Pulling Shot 2. Matthew and his classmates read in their
classroom. The entire room and all of the
students are visible.

Long Shot 3. Matthew’s “private eyes”, his eyes, ears,
nose, feet, hands and tongue, are shown in
great detail.

Reverse-Angle Shot 4 Matthew walks into the kitchen and the

viewer seems to move next to him. Over his
shoulder one can see his parents preparing
breakfast.

Medium Shot 5. Matthew’s mom finds him searching through
the broom closet (Besenkammer). Matthew
asks her for another clue while facing her.

Over-the-Shoulder Shot 6. Matthew walks into the kitchen and first the
furniture and then his parents become visible.

Close-Up 7. Matthew and his dad walk to school and
while they talk about his present, both faces
and upper bodies of the characters are
portrayed.

High Angle 8. Matthew and his puppy are in the main
focus. They are the last image to be seen
before the screen turns dark.

Fade-In / Fade-Out. 9. Mr. Farmer welcomes Matthew and his
parents to his farm. When he walks towards
the family he waves at them and half of his
body can be seen.

© Katharina Carstens - © Bilder: National Film Board of Canada


http://www.methode-film.de/

Methode Film, Dr. Barbara Kamp, www.methode-film.de — Unterrichtsmaterial Private Eyes

Private Eyes - Worksheet 3 name

Film Techniques: Definitions

Here you find some examples of different film techniques used in Private Eyes. Please try to
write down a general description of the techniques, starting from the examples given.
PS: This is also the answer key to worksheet 2

Example Technique

Matthew’s “private eyes”, his eyes, ears, nose, | Extreme Close-Up
feet, hands and tongue, are shown in great
detail.

While Matthew checks the eyes in his ears, Tracking Shot/ Pulling Shot
the camera switches from his room into the
backyard and “follows” the tree.

Matthew and his classmates read in their Long Shot
classroom. The entire room and all of the
students are visible.

Matthew’s mom finds him searching through Reverse-Angle Shot
the broom closet (Besenkammer). Matthew
asks her for another clue while facing her.

Mr. Farmer welcomes Matthew and his Medium Shot
parents to his farm. When he walks towards
the family he waves at them and half of his
body can be seen.

Matthew walks into the kitchen and for the Over-the-Shoulder Shot
observer it feels like he/ she walks next to him.
Over his shoulder one can see his parents
preparing breakfast.

Matthew and his dad walk to school and while | Close-Up
they talk about his present, both faces and
upper bodies of the characters are portrayed.

Matthew describes his shortcut to school and it | High Angle
seems like the audience gets to look at the
streets from an airplane above.

Matthew walks into the kitchen and first the Fade-In / Fade-Out.
furniture and then his parents become visible.

Matthew and his puppy are in the main focus. | Iris-Out
They are the last image to be seen before the
screen turns dark.
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Private Eyes — Worksheet 4 name

Listen to the Music

1. Think about Private Eyes. How much music is inserted in the film?
What kind of music can be found — classical, jazz, pop, instrumental [...]?
When is music used?

2. Let’s listen to the following scenes again:
a) Beginning of the film (00:10 — 00:35)
b) “Last chance to find my presents” (07:39 — 08:34)
c) “A drive in the country” (10:52 — 11: 36)
d) “Follow me” (11:54 —12:17)

3. Describe the music used in the scenes a) — d).
Do you recognize some of the instruments from the list below? Please tick.

Instrument Instrument Instrument
Banjo French Horn Oboe
Bassoon Electric Guitar Saxophone
Cello Flute Snare Drum
Chimes French Horn Trombone
Clarinet Guitar Trumpet
Diembe Marimba Viola
Double Bass Piano Violin

4. What does the director achieve by using this kind of music/ instruments? Describe the
functions of the use of music in scenes a) — d).

5. How does this music make you feel? What kind of impression does the music make
on the audience?
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Private Eyes — Worksheet 5
Tracing the Shots (a)
1. Watch the film and tick the shots you have actually seen.
2. Compare your results with a partner and correct any mistakes.
3. Write a summary of the film. You can use the sentences you have ticked. Remember

to write an interesting opening sentence and to connect the individual sentences into a
coherent (zusammenhangend) text.

Shot Tick

Matthew tests his secret eyes after waking up.

He can hear dogs barking outside his window.

His mom and dad are in the kitchen and happy to see Matthew.

Matthew did not sleep well, because he keeps thinking about his
birthday present.

Matthew eats bacon and eggs for breakfast.

Matthew asks for a clue to find out what his present might be and
promises to wash the dishes at night.

His birthday is in a week.

His dad tells him that he will get something he has been wanting for a
while.

Matthew dreams of Monopoly and an elephant.

Matthew shows his dad a shortcut to school that leads them to the toy
store.

His dad tells Matthew that his present is something soft.

Matthew writes an essay about xylophones at school.

He thinks he might get a Teddybear for his birthday.

Matthew dresses up as a detective and searches for his present at
home.

His mom finds Matthew looking through laundry and the broom closet
(Besenkammer).

His mom tells him that his present is something warm.

Matthew dreams that he will get a sweater.

The morning of his birthday, Matthew knows the answer from the three
clues.

Matthew and his parents drive to the pet shop on his birthday.

The air in the country smells like pine trees.

He thinks he might get a goat or a sheep.

Matthew is scared because something touches his leg.

Matthew realizes that he is getting a dog for his birthday.

He can choose his puppy.

Matthew’s dog is the best looking one.

Matthew is not visually impaired.
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Private Eyes — Worksheet 5

Tracing the Shots (a): Answer Key

Spot Ticked
Matthew tests his secret eyes after waking up. ok
He can hear dogs barking outside his window. J.
His mom and dad are in the kitchen and happy to see ok
Matthew.

Matthew did not sleep well, because he keeps ok
thinking about his birthday present.

Matthew eats bacon and eggs for breakfast. J.
Matthew asks for a clue to find out what his present A
might be and promises to wash the dishes at night.

His birthday is in a week. A
His dad tells him that he will get something he has ok
been wanting for a while.

Matthew dreams of Monopoly and an elephant. J.
Matthew shows his dad a shortcut to school that leads ok
them to the toy store.

His dad tells Matthew that his present is something ok
soft.

Matthew writes an essay about xylophones at school. J.
He thinks he might get a Teddybear for his birthday. ok
Matthew dresses up as a detective and searches for ok
his present at home.

His mom finds Matthew looking through laundry and ok
the broom closet (Besenkammer).

His mom tells him that his present is something warm. ok
Matthew dreams that he will get a sweater. J.
The morning of his birthday, Matthew knows the ok
answer from the three clues.

Matthew and his parents drive to the pet shop on his

birthday. J.
The air in the country smells like pine trees. ok
He thinks he might get a goat or a sheep. ok
Matthew is scared because something touches his ok
leg.

Matthew realizes that he is getting a dog for his ok
birthday.

He can choose his puppy. ok
Matthew’s dog is the best looking one. ok

Matthew is not visually impaired.
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Private Eyes — Worksheet 5 name:

Tracing the Shots (b)

1. Watch the film Private Eyes. The sentences between the lines in bold print are not
in the correct order.

2. Arrange the sentences in the correct order. Then compare your results with a partner
and correct any mistakes.

3. Write a summary of the film. Remember to write an interesting opening sentence and
to connect the individual sentences into a coherent (zusammenhangend) text.

He can hear the birds outside his window.

His mom and dad are in the kitchen and happy to see Matthew.

Matthew tests his secret eyes after waking up.

Matthew did not sleep well, because he keeps thinking about his birthday
present.

Matthew asks for a clue to find out what his present might be and promises to
tell his parents a secret.

Matthew eats toast with peanut butter and strawberry jam for breakfast.

His dad tells Matthew that his present is something soft.

His dad tells him that he will get something he has been wanting for a while.

Matthew shows his dad a shortcut to school that leads them to the toy store.

Matthew dresses up as a detective and searches for his present at home.

He thinks he might get a Teddybear for his birthday.

Matthew reads about xylophones at school.

Matthew dreams of an electric guitar.

Matthew dreams of the sun.

His mom finds Matthew looking through laundry and the broom closet
(Besenkammer).

His mom tells him that his present is something warm.

Matthew and his parents drive to a farm on his birthday.

The air in the country smells like pine trees.

The morning of his birthday, Matthew knows the answer from the three clues.

He thinks he might get a goat or a sheep.

Matthew realizes that he gets a dog for his birthday.

Matthew is scared because something touches his leg.

He can choose his puppy.

Matthew’s dog is the best looking one. \
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Private Eyes, Worksheet 6

Fill in the blanks

1. Listen to Matthew in the opening scene of the film.
2. Fill in the missing words in the blanks below.

Friday morning. , Stop.

It's alias Matt ‘Super-Private-Eye’.

This very day is the day before my

My for the day: Find my , stop.

me a super detective.

Mhmm that smells good.

With the eyes in my feet and toes | can every

With the eyes in my hands and fingers, I'll find my presents’ secret

. Just like this. [Ha]

terminated.

My secret eyes are all working

| am starting my mission, stop.

© NFBC

| am proceeding now to all my that make

Thanks to the hidden eyes | have in my ears | can look for any that
are out there. [Huh?!]

There is a cat moving around behind the . Oh no! The birds!
[Puh!]

[Smells]

With the eyes in my nose | can every smell there is.
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Private Eyes, Worksheet 6

Fill in the blanks — Answer Key

Friday morning. 7:04, stop.

It's Matthew, alias Matt ‘Super-Private-Eye’.

This very day is the day before my birthday.

My mission for the day: Find my present, stop.

I am proceeding now to verify all my secret eyes that make me a super
detective.

Thanks to the hidden eyes | have in my ears | can look for any clues that are out
there. [Huh?!]

There is a cat moving around behind the hedge. Oh no! The birds! [Puh!]
[Smells]

With the eyes in my nose | can sniff out every smell there is.

Mhmm that smells good.

With the eyes in my feet and toes | can explore every path.

With the eyes in my hands and fingers, I'll find my presents’ secret hiding place.
Just like this. [Ha]

Verification terminated.

My secret eyes are all working perfectly.

| am starting my mission, stop.

© NFBC
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Private Eyes — Worksheet 7 name

Working with Film Stills

1. Watch the matching scene of Private Eyes, unscramble the film stills and put them in
the right order.

2. Write one sentence about the film techniques used in each shot. Why do you think
certain aspects in the pictures are in color?

How does Matthew get from his
house to the toy store?

Please give directions using your
own words.

© alle Bilder: National Film Board of Canada
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Private Eyes — Worksheet 8 name:

To be continued ...

Imagine that you are Matt and that you just picked your little puppy. Write a message for his
voice recorder. Think about how Matt feels. What is he experiencing with his dog on his
birthday? Where is he going? With whom is he spending the day?

You can start like this:

This is Matt alias “Super-Private-Eye”. It is 2 pm. We are leaving the country ...

1. Create a cluster to organize your ideas.

2. Once you are done writing your texts, please get together in
o " groups of three. Read each others’ texts and try to give
’ ¢ ' constructive feedback to your partners. Can you find any
mistakes? Are there ways to improve the structure of your

partners’ texts?

3. Please present your messages in class.

© NFBC
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Private Eyes, Worksheet 9 name:

Laufzettel Stationenlernen

You can choose between ...
- exercises laand 1b
- exercises 3a and 3b
You mustdo ...
- exercises2,4and 5
You can choose to work with a partner on these exercises.

Please get together in groups of 3-4 students to do exercises 6 and 7

Stations Time Tick

1. Vocabulary: Choose one of the two exercises: 15-20 min.

a) Look at the words in the vocabulary box. Can you
find them in the Word Grid?

b) Answer the questions and fill in the answers in the
Crossword Puzzle.

2. Recording Sensation: “Can you feel it?” 15-20 min.
Feel the objects in the four boxes. What do they feel
like? Are they sharp/ round/ soft/ hard [...]? Write a short
description of 2-3 sentences about each object and
guess what is in the box.

3. Listening Comprehension: Unscramble the shots. | 15-20 min.
Choose one of the two exercises:

a) Breakfast

b) Shortcut to school

4. Grammar: “l could take a different route” 15-20 min.
Describe a shortcut/ alternative way to school. How else
could you walk/ ride your bike to school?

5. Make a film poster 20-30 min.
Create a poster to advertise Private Eyes.

6. Film Technigues: Changing perspectives: 20 min.
Experience the classroom from different (camera) angles
and distances.

7. Play Acting: “It’s show time”: 30-45 min.
Create your own puppets and come up with a dialog
describing one adventure of Matthew.
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Private Eyes — Worksheet 10 name

STATION 1

a) Word Grid

1. Find the hidden (versteckt) words that you can see in the Vocabulary Box in the Word
Grid below. The words may be written up, down, across and diagonally.
2. Please write a short sentence for each of the words.

Vocabulary Box:

CANE! CELLPHONE PUPPY CLUE MAILBOX TOAST SKYSCRAPER
PRESENT TOQUE? SECRET

E|H | M|C I c|L|T|]A]|K I U
S|P I A|IN|T|R|O|M|R|N|P
K|L|D]JN I XIG|A|J|]O|C|P

1 Gehstock
2 Kanadisches Wort fiir eine Wollmiitze
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Private Eyes — Worksheet 11 name

STATION 1
b) Crossword Puzzle
1. Answer the ten questions and write down the answers in the matching field of

the Crossword Puzzle below.

2. Please write a sentence for each of the words.

10

6
4
5
3
8>
9v
1 7
2

Which animal can Matthew hear behind the hedge in the morning?
What does Matthew hide in his bedstand?

What kind of marmalade does Matthew have for breakfast?

P 0N PR

What is Matthew’s ‘super-detective-secret’ that he tells his Dad about on their way to
school?

Which musical instrument does Matthew dream about in class?

Which present is for babies according to Matthew?

What is the last clue Matthew gets from his Mom about his birthday present?

What does the air smell like when they drive into the country on Matthew’s birthday?

© © N o O

With whom do Matthew and his parents meet in the country?
10. What is Matthew’s birthday present?
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Private Eyes, Worksheet 10 and 11: Answer Keys

STATION 1 a
AlK|IT |M]|E RIE|S|E|N/|T
Y|SIN|{U|S|IL|IA|M|H|U|S|F
UIE|K|IH|{W|[I|E|[N|[S|Q|O|G
XINITA|]Y HIGIE|IM|A|]O|N|R
HIO|Z|D|S|IE|C|R|E|T]|Y]|P
E|{H/ M|C|I|C|]L|T|A|K|]I|U
S|IP|T]AIN|IT|IRIOIM|R|N|P
K{L|IDINJI|X]|]G|A|J|O|C|P
FILIB|IE|IW|LIA|IS|P|Q|T]|Y
RIE|IP|A|N|IG|B|T|C|E]|I |A
LIC|LIUJE|IK|N|O|A|D|R|O
STATION1Db

1. Which animal can Matthew hear behind the hedge in the morning? CAT

2. What does Matthew hide in his bedstand? COOKIE

3. What kind of marmalade does Matthew have for breakfast? STRAWBERRY

4. What is Matthew’s ‘super-detective-secret’ that he tells his Dad about on their way to

school? SHORTCUT

5. Which musical instrument does Matthew dream about in class? XYLOPHONE

6. Which present is for babies according to Matthew? TEDDYBEAR

7. What is the last clue Matthew gets from his Mom about his birthday present? WARM

8. What does the air smell like when they drive into the country on Matthew’s birthday?

FLOWERS
9. With whom do Matthew and his parents meet in the country? FARMER

10. What is Matthew’s birthday present? PUPPY
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Private Eyes — Worksheet 12 name

STATION 3

a) Unscramble the dialogue

1. Listen to the following scene of Private Eyes (03:09 — 04:30).
2. Arrange the sentences in the correct order.

No! | dreamt of my present all night long.

Or Monopoly?

Hello, handsome private eyes. Sleep well?

Could it be an electric guitar?

No. It's a planet, a skyscraper, an elephant.

Or a radio?

Good morning, Super Detective.

A cell-phone?

Come on, Matthew!

Can’t you just tell me what store you bought it in at least?

I have been waiting weeks already.

Your birthday is tomorrow.

It's a piece of toast with peanut butter and strawberry jam.

| can’t take it anymore. [Huh!]

It's only one more day.

For a while ... [Dreams]

I's [uh] something you have been wanting for a while.

So, what's your secret?

Matthew. [Yoo-hoo] Come on. You'll be late for school.

Yeah, Mom. So can . [All laugh]

[Ahh] My secret? [Ahh] | love you both!

[Laughs] What a secret. Anyone can see that.

If you give me a hint, I'll tell you a secret,
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Private Eyes — Worksheet 12 (Answer Key)
STATION 3 a) Correct Dialogue

Good morning, Super Detective.

Hello, handsome private eyes. Sleep well?

No! | dreamt of my present all night long.

Could it be an electric guitar?

Or Monopoly?

Or a radio?

A cell-phone?

No. It's a planet, a skyscraper, an elephant.

It's a piece of toast with peanut butter and strawberry jam.

Can’t you just tell me what store you bought it in at least?

Come on, Matthew!

Your birthday is tomorrow.

It's only one more day.

I have been waiting weeks already.

| can’t take it anymore. [Huh!]

If you give me a hint, I'll tell you a secret.

I's [uh] something you have been wanting for a while.

For a while ... [Dreams]

Matthew. [Yoo-hoo] Come on. You'll be late for school.

So, what’s your secret?

[Ahh] My secret? [Ahh] | love you both!

[Laughs] What a secret. Anyone can see that.

Yeah, Mom. So can I. [All laugh]
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Private Eyes — Worksheet 12 name

STATION 3

b) Unscramble the dialogue

1. Listen to the following scene of Private Eyes (04:48 — 06:16).
2. Arrange the sentences in the correct order.

You found a shorter way?

If you tell me a real secret, I'll give you a good clue.

Ok. My super detective secret is a shortcut that | found to
get to school faster.

Come on, Dad. Pretty please! Give me another clue.

Go on, lead the way!

Really?

Show me!

This time you have to start.

Stop!

As soon as we leave the house, | take ten steps and | know
we are at the end of our street thanks to the mailbox [Ha].

| keep walking until | get to the fire hydrant, which | can
detect with my super cane.

| know right away when the light turns green because | can
hear all the cars stopping in front of me.

Alright!

| walk until the next intersection, the one that has lots of
traffic.

And then we find ourselves in front of ... of the ... the toy
store! [Laughs]

[Ha] Very funny my little man, but your birthday is still
tomorrow.

| turn left.

| walk until | smell the fresh bread from the bakery.
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Private Eyes — Worksheet 12
Unscramble the Dialogue (b) - Answer Key

STATION 3 b) Correct Dialogue

Come on, Dad. Pretty please! Give me another clue.

This time you have to start.

If you tell me a real secret, I'll give you a good clue.

Ok. My super detective secret is a shortcut that | found to get to
school faster.

You found a shorter way?

Really?

Show me!

Go on, lead the way!

Alright!

As soon as we leave the house, | take ten steps and | know we are
at the end of our street thanks to the mailbox [Ha].

| walk until the next intersection, the one that has lots of traffic.

Stop!

I know right away when the light turns green because | can hear all
the cars stopping in front of me.

| keep walking until | get to the fire hydrant, which | can detect with
my super cane.

| turn left.

I walk until I smell the fresh bread from the bakery.

And then we find ourselves in front of ... of the ... the toy store!
[Laughs]

[Ha] Very funny my little man, but your birthday is still tomorrow.
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Private Eyes — Worksheet 13 name

STATION 6: Changing Perspectives

1. You usually experience your classroom from one perspective: You sit on your chair
and look towards the blackboard. Now walk around the classroom and try out
other perspectives:

How do you feel when you lie under a table or stand on a chair? Try at least three

different positions and write down your experience.

Position Feeling

2. Now get together in groups of 3-4 students. Please create a picture puzzle for your
classmates.
a) You need a camera or a cellphone with a camera function.
b) Go around in your classroom/ in your school and pick one object.
c) Take an extreme close-up shot of your chosen object. Then slowly change the
camera angle until the entire object is visible.
d) Present your result in class and have the other students guess (raten), which

object you present.

3. Form another group of 3-4 students. Please take a picture with the Eiffel Tower
Effect.
a) You need a camera or a cellphone with a camera function.
b) Go around in your classroom/ in your school and pick one object.
c) Play with the different perspectives. You could for example take a picture that
makes it seem like you are holding a table on your hands or with just your pinky
(kleiner Finger).

d) Present your result in class.
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Private Eyes — Worksheet 14 name

STATION 7: “It’s show time”

1. Create a short play that describes an adventure of Matthew. Organize your
ideas with the help of a cluster and think about the following questions:

a) Who are the characters?
b) Where does the adventure take place?

c) What does Matthew experience?

2. Draw (zeichnen) your characters on a piece of paper.
Cut out the silhouette (der Umriss) of their heads/ bodies.
Then glue (kleben) the characters on a wodden stick so that you have a
puppet to act with.
(If you have difficulties drawing Matt, his Mom, his Dad, Miss Manot or Mr.
farmer, you may use the templates (die Vorlagen) or parts of the templates
M4toM7.)

Please come up with at least one additional character.

3. While writing the dialog, please make sure that the character of each student

in your group has a speaking part in your play.

4. Lastly, please create a stage setting (das Buhnenbild) for your play. You
may use the blackboard as your stage. You can create different settings with
the help of (colored) chalk (die Kreide).
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